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LIVING THE GOSPEL
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Fourth Sunday of Easter.
May 11t 2025

Theme: "My sheep hear my voice, I know them and they follow me.”

Gathering Prayer

All: Almighty ever-living God, lead us to a share in the joys of heaven, so that the
humble flock may reach where the brave Shepherd has gone before. Who lives and
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Exploring the Word
Gospel Reading: John 10:27-30

27 The sheep that belong to me listen to my voice; I know them and they follow me. 22 I give
them eternal life; they will never be lost and no one will ever steal them from me.

22 The Father who gave them to me is greater than anyone, and no one can steal from the
Father. 3° The Father and I are one.’

Gospel Focus

Much has been made of the image of Jesus as the Good Shepherd. The short gospel
from John gets at the heart of it. Being a sheep in Christ’s fold involve three things:
hearing his voice, being known by him, and following him. There is a relational
exchange implied in each of these: he calls, we listen, he knows us, we know him, he
leads and we follow. His attentive love flows from the love of the Father, who made us
and gave us to Jesus’ care. Moreover, his love sustains us, providing not just for the
immediate needs of this life but also for our ultimate aim of eternal life with him.

Gospel Reflection

There are all kinds of detergents that claim to be able to remove the most stubborn of stains.
When those fail, home remedies abound. Everyone knows that once a stain is set, it is all the
more difficult to get out. One of the hardest stains remove is blood.

Today's reading from the book of Revelations offers the startling image of blood as a cleaning
agent. The seer recounts a vision of the end times, when a huge multitude, “from every nation,
race, people and tongue,” stands together before the throne of the victorious Lamb, bedecked
in brilliant white robes. The seer is told that these are “the ones who had survived the time of
great distress” and that their robes have been washed “in the blood of the Lamb.” The paradox
of whiteness resulting from being washed in blood invites us to reflect more deeply on these
powerful symbols.

At first, we may think of the blood as Christ’s atoning, sacrificial blood, which removes the
stain of our sin. However, in Johannine literature, there are very few traces of atonement
theology. The Lamb in the Gospel of John is the Passover lamb, whose bones are not broken
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(Exod 12:46; John 19:34), cleansing, renewing and opening the way to new life for all.
Paradoxically, the Lamb is also-as we see in today’s gospel reading-the shepherd, whose sheep
respond to the sound of his voice from whose hands no one can snatch his sheep. In the book
of Revelation, the Lamb is now enthroned in glory, clothing everyone in the resplendent robe of
his life and love.

The robes are brilliant white, the color of purity, victory, and innocence. As Sir Isaac Newton
showed, the color white combines all the visible colors of light in equal proportions. So, too, in
the vision of the end times in Revelation, people of every color and race are gathered together
into one, not to have their own distinctiveness erased but for all to be formed into one body,
with equal dignity and purity. The blood that washes over each is the life force unleashed by the
crucified Christ and infused into his followers by the Spirit. It does not whitewash the shedding
of the blood from racism and other forms of sin but empowers them all who are bloodied in the
earthly struggles to emerge cleansed in his loving life force.

The seer envision this life force enduring for all eternity. Those who “remain faithful to the
grace of God” (Acts 13:43) are sheltered by the Lamb sitting on the throne. They no longer
suffer hunger and thirst, either for physical food, or for justice and peace. The scorching heat of
the struggle is past, and overflowing tears are replaced with life-giving springs of water. Even
the most stubborn of stains can be overcome when placed in the hands of the victorious Lamb
who shepherds us.

Old/New Testament and CCC links

First Reading — Acts 13:14,43-52

14 .. but they passed on from Perga and came to Antioch of Pisidia. And on the sabbath
day they went into the synagogue and sat down. ...

43 And when the meeting of the synagogue broke up, many Jews and devout converts to
Judaism followed Paul and Barnabas, who spoke to them and urged them to continue in
the grace of God.

44The next sabbath almost the whole city gathered together to hear the word of God. %
But when the Jews saw the multitudes, they were filled with jealousy, and contradicted
what was spoken by Paul, and reviled him. 4 And Paul and Barnabas spoke out boldly,
saying, "It was necessary that the word of God should be spoken first to you. Since you
thrust it from you, and judge yourselves unworthy of eternal life, behold, we turn to the
Gentiles. 4’ For so the Lord has commanded us, saying, ‘I have set you to be a light for
the Gentiles, that you may bring salvation to the uttermost parts of the earth.”

48 And when the Gentiles heard this, they were glad and glorified the word of God; and
as many as were ordained to eternal life believed. *° And the word of the Lord spread
throughout all the region. °° But the Jews incited the devout women of high standing
and the leading men of the city, and stirred up persecution against Paul and Barnabas,
and drove them out of their district. > But they shook off the dust from their feet
against them, and went to Iconium. 2 And the disciples were filled with joy and with the
Holy Spirit.

Responsorial Reading — Ps 30:2, 4, 5-6, 11-12, 13
R: We are his people, the sheep of his flock. (R)

Sing joyfully to the Lord, all you lands; serve the Lord with gladness; come before him
with joyful song. (R)

Know that the Lord is God; he made us, his we are; his people,
the flock he tends. (R)



The Lord is good: his kindness endures forever, and his faithfulness,
to all generations. (R)

Second Reading — Revelation 7:9, 14-17

° After this I looked, and behold, a great multitude which no man could number, from
every nation, from all tribes and peoples and tongues, standing before the throne and
before the Lamb, clothed in white robes, with palm branches in their hands, ...

141 said to him, “Sir, you know.” And he said to me, “These are they who have
come out of the great tribulation; they have washed their robes and made them
white in the blood of the Lamb. °> Therefore are they before the throne of God,
and serve him day and night within his temple; and he who sits upon the throne
will shelter them with his presence. ¢ They shall hunger no more, neither thirst
any more; the sun shall not strike them, nor any scorching heat. 7 For the
Lamb in the midst of the throne will be their shepherd, and he will guide them
to springs of living water; and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.”

Catechism of The Catholic Church

590 Only the divine identity of Jesus' person can justify so absolute a claim as "He who
is not with me is against me"; and his saying that there was in him "something greater
than Jonah,. . . greater than Solomon", something "greater than the Temple"; his
reminder that David had called the Messiah his Lord,(Cf. Mt 12:6, 30, 36, 37, 41-42)
and his affirmations, "Before Abraham was, I AM", and even "I and the Father are
one."(Jn 8:58; 10:30)

Sharing and Discussion

1. "“My sheep hear my voice, ...and they follow me” How do you listen for the voice of
the Good Shepherd in your daily life? And how much time do you spend listening to it
each day?

2. How is Jesus, the Good Shepherd, calling you to follow him at this moment? Does
this present a challenge to you at this point in your life?

3. What is the relationship between following Christ and being in a Christian
community?

Closing Prayer
All: Heavenly Father, we are your people, the flock that you shepherd. Hear our prayers

that we might listen for your voice and follow you always. We ask in the name of Jesus,
the Good Shepherd. Amen.

Leader: May the Lord bless us, protect us from all evil and bring us to everlasting life.

All: Amen.



