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The Fifth Sunday of Easter.
May 18t 2025

Theme: "I give you a nhew commandment: love one another. As I have
loved you.”

Gathering Prayer

All: Almighty ever-living God, constantly accomplish the Paschal Mystery within us, that
those you were pleased to make new in Holy Baptism may, under your protective care,
bear much fruit and come to the joys of life eternal. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your
Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and
ever. Amen.

Exploring the Word

Gospel Reading: John 13: 31-35

31 When he had gone Jesus said: "Now has the Son of Man been glorified,

and in him, God has been glorified.

32 If God has been glorified in him, God will in turn glorify him in himself.

33 My little children, I shall not be with you much longer.

You will look for me, and, as I told the Jews, where I am going, you cannot come.

34 1 give you a new commandment: love one another; just as I have loved you, you also
must love one another.

35 By this love you have for one another, everyone will know that you are my disciples."

Gospel Focus

As Jesus prepares to leave his disciples, he wants to make sure they hear his message:
love for each other is the most important thing. This exhortation is challenging at a time
when disagreements deeply divide the church. Many of us are all too willing to dismiss
others as less than Catholic when they fail to share our liturgical preferences or political
conclusions. Our witness to the outside world is not clear when we are not showing the
love for each other that Jesus very clearly asks of us. The good news, perhaps, is that
this is not news-the church has been deeply divided from nearly the beginning, and the
Holy Spirit persists in accompanying us despite our seeming inability to live in peace
with one another. God is big enough to take us, in all our division, and make us one in
a much more real and deeper way than we can understand.

Gospel Reflection

Two neighbors had a nasty falling-out years ago. One of them has tried repeatedly to
mend the breach. Each effort is rebuffed or ignored, and yet the persistent neighbor



tries again and again. In many ways these efforts exemplify the kind of love about
which Jesus speaks in today’s gospel.

Jesus’ command to love one another is part of his explanation to the disciples of his
washing their feet. He has modelled for them actions that bespeak love-a love that will
even go as far as surrender life itself for the other. It is a love that is extended even to
those who will not reciprocate it. Jesus, washed the feet of all his disciples-even Judas,
who was about to hand him over to his opponents, and Peter, who was about to deny
he ever knew Jesus.

Throughout the gospel we see that Jesus never gives up on those who oppose him or
who do not understand him. He continues to offer them opportunities right to the end.
His love could even reach the Roman procurator, Pilate, with whom he engages in
lengthy conversations, as he had done with Nicodamus, a Samaritan woman, a man
born blind, Martha and Mary. In those instances, there was an openness that eventually
resulted in faith. Even though Pilate would ultimately reject Jesus’ love, Jesus
nonetheless offers it.

Jesus not only gives the disciples the gift of his love; he also commands them to do as
he has done. He has shown what love is by acting it out-pouring out himself in service,
even to calamity’s depths. When we see Jesus’ love in action it becomes evident how
love can be commanded.

In biblical parlance, love does not consist in warm, fuzzy feelings toward another but
in visible acts that bespeak a shared divine parentage and common commitment to one
another. To love as Jesus loves, it is not necessary to like or even feel kindly toward the
other person. But it is necessary to act toward the other in the way Jesus treated his
disciples as he washed their feet. Sometimes loving feelings result from loving action
extended and received.

The new creation of which the author of Revelation speaks is not something magical
that appears out of the sky. Rather, it begins here and now with each act that aims to
fulfil Jesus’ command to love. The refusal to give up on anyone and the refusal to let
another’s rejection extinguish the offer of love are acts that begin the construction of
the new dwelling of God, wherein all tears are wiped away and all pain is soothed. The
old order of tit-tat dissolves, as all that is broken is made new.

This "new Jerusalem” is a place where all can find a home. At the Last Supper, Jesus
doesn’t envision a closed circle of mutually exchanged love but one that keeps widening
outward. Just as Paul and Barnabas energetically traversed Asia Minor, offering the
good news even to the Gentiles, so the commandment to love demands that we
continue to open our circles, especially to those to whom we are least attracted.

Old/New Testament and CCC links

First Reading — Acts 14:21-27

21 After Paul and Barnabas had proclaimed the good news to that city and made a
considerable number of disciples, they returned to Lystra and to Iconium and to Antioch.
22 They strengthened the spirits of the disciples and exhorted them to persevere in the
faith, saying, “It is necessary for us to undergo many hardships to enter the kingdom of
God.” 2 They appointed elders for them in each church and, with prayer and fasting,
commended them to the Lord in whom they had put their faith. ¢ Then they traveled
through Pisidia and reached Pamphylia. 2> After proclaiming the word at Perga they went
down to Attalia. 2 From there they sailed to Antioch, where they had been commended
to the grace of God for the work they had now accomplished. 2 And when they arrived,
they called the church together and reported what God had done with them and how he
had opened the door of faith to the Gentiles.



Responsorial Reading — Ps 30:2, 4, 5-6, 11-12, 13
R: I will praise your name forever, my king and my God. (R)

The Lord is gracious and merciful, slow to anger and of great kindness. The Lord is good
to all and compassionate toward all his works. (R)

Let all your works give you thanks, O Lord, and let your faithful ones bless you. Let
them discourse of the glory of your kingdom and speak of your might. (R)

Let them make known your might to the children of Adam, and the glorious splendor of
your kingdom. Your kingdom is a kingdom for all ages, and your dominion endures
through all generations. (R)

Second Reading — Revelation 21:1-5a

! Then I, John, saw a new heaven and a new earth. The former heaven and the former
earth had passed away, and the sea was no more. 2 I also saw the holy city, a new
Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her
husband. 3 I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Behold, God’s dwelling is with
the human race. He will dwell with them and they will be his people and God himself will
always be with them as their God. ¢ He will wipe every tear from their eyes, and there
shall be no more death or mourning, wailing or pain, for the old order has passed
away.” ®> The One who sat on the throne said, “Behold, I make all things new.”

Catechism of The Catholic Church

2842, This "as" is not unique in Jesus' teaching: "You, therefore, must be perfect, as
your heavenly Father is perfect"; "Be merciful, even as your Father is merciful"; "A new
commandment I give to you, that you love one another, even as I have loved you, that
you also love one another.” (Mt 5:48; Lk 6:36; Jn 13:34.) It is impossible to keep the
Lord's commandment by imitating the divine model from outside; there has to be a vital
participation, coming from the depths of the heart, in the holiness and the mercy and
the love of our God. Only the Spirit by whom we live can make "ours" the same mind
that was in Christ Jesus. (Cf. Gal 5:25; Phil 2:1,5.) Then the unity of forgiveness
becomes possible and we find ourselves "forgiving one another, as God in Christ
forgave" us. (Eph 4:32.)

Sharing and Discussion

1. Only in love are we able to form the Body of Christ. Only in love are we given the
grace to find unity in our diversity and to worship God as one. What do you think of the
statements?

2. Jesus gives us a new commandment: “Love one another.” How do you show love
for the people around you?

3. “In the first reading, Barnabas and Paul minister to the fledgling Christian
communities through prayer, fasting, and proclaiming the Good News. How do you
support others in faith?



Closing Prayer

All: Lord our God, your kingdom is a kingdom for all ages and your dominion endures
for all generations. Hear our prayers and increase our trust in you, as we seek to grow
in faith and love. We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Leader: May the Lord bless us, protect us from all evil and bring us to everlasting life.

All: Amen.



